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"Founded  in  truth;    by  blood  of  Martyrdom 
Cemented  ;  by  the  hands  of  wisdom  reared 
In  beauty  of  holiness." 

— WORDSWORTH. 


Sixteenth  Thousand,  Revised  and  Enlarged. 


CHARLES  MURRAY  &  CO.,  11  LUDGATE  SQUARE, 
LONDON,  E.G. 


ONE  PENNY. 


dftngfican  Communion  in  1912. 


ENGLAND    AND   WALES. 


Dioceses        37 

Archbishops 

Bishops  (inc.  Suff-  and  Assist.)  ...  72 

Deans 32 

Archdeacons..          98 


Benefices  (with  Vicars) 

Curates          

Population  (191 1)      ... 
Area  in  square  miles 
Church  Accommodation 


c.  14,350 

c.  7,000 

36,075,269 

58,674 

7,358,460 


Voluntary  Contributions  for  the  Year  ending  Easter,  1911,  £8,167,338 


Dioceses        

Archbishops,  2 ;  Bishops 

Deans  

Archdeacons 


IRELAND. 


Benefices 

Curates  

Area  in  square  miles 
Population  (1911)      . 


1,212 

...  365 

32,513 

4,381,951 


Dioceses 
Bishops 
Deans  ... 


SCOTLAND. 


Churches,  €rc.(  373 ; 
Area  in  square  miles 
Population  (1911)  .. 


Clergy,     352 

29.600 

...   4.759,455 


BRITISH   COLONIES,   INDIA,   &c. 


Dioceses    and  Missionar^ 
dictions     
Bishops  (Metropolitan) 
Bishops  (including  Assist, 
and  Missionary)    ... 
Deans  
Archdeacons  ... 

'./"%. 

9 
Coad., 
108 
37 
...  206 

Clergy  
Area  of  Colonies  in  squai 
miles 
Area  of  India    
Population  of  Colonies, 

drC.                                            j 

Pooulation  of  India... 

...      c.  5,140 
e\c.  6,600,000 
c.  1,750,000 
c.  20,000,000 
...315.000.000 

UNITED    STATES    OF   AMERICA. 


Dioceses  and  Miss.  Jurisdic.       ...  102 
Bishops  (including  Coadjutor   and 
Missionary HI 


Clergy c.  5,400 

Population     c.  62,480,540 

Area  in  square  miles-..  c.  3,000.000 


SUMMARY. 

Archbishops  and  Bishops,  England  and  Wales,  74.  Ireland  and  Scotland,  20. 
Colonies,  6-c.,  111.  United  States,  103.  Retired  Anglican  Bishops  not  exer' 
cising  any  Episcopal  Jurisdiction,  about  40.  Retired  American  Bishops,  3. 
Total,  351.  The  Lambeth  Conference,  1908,  was  attended  by  243  Bishops 
from  all  parts  of  the  world. 

NOTE. — Schemes  for  the  formation  of  new  dioceses  for  Sheffield,  Essex,  East 
Anglia.  and  elsewhere  are  now  (1912)  awaiting  the  sanction  of  Parliament. 
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I  am  a  Churchman, 


"  It  is  quite  certain  that  we,  whether  ministers  or 
people,  clergy  or  laity,  can  only  do  God's  work  in 
this  Church  of  England  by  adhering  firmly  and 
consistently  to  the  principles  of  our  Church,  as 
laid  down  at  the  glorious  and  blessed  epoch  of  the 
Reformation." — DEAN  HOOK. 


"THE^Church  of  England,"  says  Archbishop 
Lang,  "  is  not,  and  cannot  be,  if  it  is  to  have  any 
power,  a  mere  nebulous  collection  of  any  sort  of 
opinion  and  practice.  It  has  a  mind  of  its  own." 
The  late  Bishop  Fraser  said :  "  In  a  day  when 
religious  opinion  is  in  a  state  of  chaos  and  utter 
confusion,  Churchmen  ought  to  know  what  it  is 
they  believe,  and  why  they  believe  it."  It  must 
be  confessed  that  the  Church  of  England  has  often 
been  at  a  disadvantage,  owing  to  the  lack  of 
sound  and  definite  teaching  amongst  its  members 
respecting  its  principles,  history  and  doctrines. 

It  is  of  first  and  vital  importance  to  be  a 
Christian,  as  apart  from  this  it  is  not  possible  for 
anyone  to  be  a  true  Churchman. 

WHAT  is  IT  TO  BE  A  CHRISTIAN  ?  Profession 
does  not  make  one.  A  Christian  is  one  who 
believes  in  Christ  as  his  Saviour,  loves  Him  as 
his  Friend,  and  serves  Him  as  his  Master.  A  true 
Christian  has  been  happily  described  as  "  one 
who  lives  By  Christ,  With  Christ,  Under  Christ, 
To  Christ,  and  For  Christ."  "  Seek  ye  first  the 
Kingdom  of  God,  and  His  righteousness." 

Having  being  made  children  of  God  by  adoption 
and  grace,  and  "  grafted  into  the  body  of  Christ's 
Church  "  by  Holy  Baptism,  it  is  essential  that  we 
should  be  identified  with  some  branch  of  the  Church 
on  earth.  With  us  are  many  religious  bodies,  not 
a  few  being  unhappily  the  outcome  of  division  and 
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n  their 

'irvhiral. 


self-will.  These  all  differ  more  or  less  in 
teaching,  and  therefore  cannot  be  equally  Scriptural, 
nor  equally  safe.  Some  may  say — "  Oh  !  it  matters 
little  to  what  body  we  belong — all  are  striving 
for  the  same  end."  But  the  thoughtful  will  not 
speak  thus. 

Liberty  of  choice  involves  responsibility,  duty, 
and  decision.  We  should  aim  to  be  identified 
with  that  branch  of  Christ's  Church  which  is  most 
Scriptural  in  doctrine,  most  Apostolic  in  practice, 
and  best  commended  by  the  righteous  lives  and 
unselfish  loving  service  of  its  members.  "  By 
their  fruits  ye  shall  know  them." 

Every  Christian  disciple  may  not  be  able  to 
state  fully  the  nature  and  grounds  of  his  Creed, 
but  he  ought  to  be  in  a  position  to  give  sound 
reasons  for  his  faith  and  hope.  If  he  be  a  Non 
conformist  he  should  be  able  to  adduce  reasons 
for  his  Nonconformity,  and  if  a  Churchman  to 
say  why  he  is  one. 

The  craving  for  novelty,  the  tendency  to  schism 
and  separation,  and  the  "undenominational 
teaching "  of  the  day  so  defective  in  many 
respects,  are  much  to  be  deplored  as  injurious  to 
the  Church  of  Christ.  For  myself  I  heartily  adopt 
the  words  of  Bishop  Jacob,  who  says :  I  have 
no  sort  of  sympathy  with  what  is  called  'undenomi 
national  religion.'  It  has  a  vague  indefiniteness 
about  it  which  I  fail  to  grasp.  I  understand  an 
honest  Wesleyan,  Baptist,  or  Congregationalist, 
as  I  understand  an  honest  Churchman.  Be 
thorough,  my  friends,  whatever  you  may  call 
yourselves.  If  you  conscientiously  believe  the 
special  doctrines  and  system  of  the  Wesleyans  or 
the  Baptists  or  the  Congregationalists  to  be  most 
in  accordance  with  the  Word  of  God  and  the 
history  of  the  Church,  then  be  whole-hearted  in 
the  line  which  you  take  up,  and  do  not  think  that 
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because  I  differ  from  you  I  can  be  other  than 
thankful  for  what  the  Holy  Spirit  is  pleased  to 
do  in  and  through  you." 

I  am  not  a  Churchman  because  I  look  upon 
the  Church  of  England  as  faultless,  or  regard  it 
as  the  only  true  Church.  Whatever  the  defects, 
its  loyal  children  will  earnestly  seek  to  amend 
them. 

Whilst  therefore  we  love  our  Church,  and 
firmly  hold  to  its  distinctive  principles  as  set  forth 
in  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer  and  the  *Thirty- 
nine  Articles  of  Religion,  let  us  ever  speak  the 
truth  in  love,  and  so  manifest  the  Apostolic  spirit 

"  Peace  be  to  the  brethren,  and  grace  with  all 
them  that  love  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  sincerity." 

The  derivation  and  varied  applications  of  the 
word  "  Church  "  should  be  carefully  noted.  In 
the  New  Testament  the  Greek  word  translated 
Church  (Ekklesia)  signifies  an  assembly  or  con 
gregation,  but  our  English  word  comes  from  the 
Greek  Kuriakon — "  belonging  to  the  Lord." 

We    find    the   word    Church    used    to    describe 

(1)  A  building  set  apart  for  the  worship  of  God ; 

(2)  Christians    in    a    particular    place,   as    "  the 
Church  at  Jerusalem"  (Acts  viii,  1);  (3)  A  body 
of    Christians    holding    the    same    doctrines    and 
observing  the  same  rights;    e.g.,  the  Church   of 
England,   the   Church   of  Rome,   etc.;    (4)    The 
whole  Visible  Church,  i.e.,  all  who  "  profess  and 
call   themselves   Christians";    (5)    The  Spiritual 
Church     (sometimes     called     the     Mystical     or 
Invisible)  embracing  sincere  believers  of  all  times, 
the    "  mystical   body   of   Thy  Son,   which   is   the 
blessed   company  of   all   faithful  people "    (Com 
munion  Service). 

The  Church  is  called  Apostolic,  not  because  of 
any  mere  historical  succession  of  ministers,  how 
ever  important  that  may  be,  but  because  it 
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rests  upon  Apostolic  foundations,  proclaims 
Apostolic  truth,  and  is  charged  with  an  Apostolic 
mission. 

The  Church  is  Holy — consecrated,  set  apart — 
because  founded  by  Christ,  and  sanctified  by  the 
presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Its  members  are 
bidden  to  "  follow  holiness,  without  which  no  man 
shall  see  the  Lord." 

The  Church  is  Catholic  or  Universal  because 
its  doctrines  and  principles  are  diffused  through 
out  all-  ages  and  places,  in  contrast  to  the  Jewish 
Church  which  consisted  of  one  nation ;  and  so  in 
our  Prayer  Book  it  is  designated  "the  Holy  Catholic 
Church  "  ;  "  the  Holy  Church  Universal  "  ;  "  the 
Holy  Church  throughout  all  the  world"  Hence 
in  the  prayer  for  the  Church  Militant  we  ask  God 
"  to  inspire  continually  the  Universal  Church  with 
the  spirit  of  truth,  unity,  and  concord." 

Moreover,  the  Church  of  Christ  is  One,  possess 
ing  the  note  of  Unity.  Not  uniformity,  but 
Unity.  "  There  is  one  Body."  During  the 
present  imperfect  stage  differences  of  opinion  on 
certain  points  are  inevitable,  but  these  are  often 
more  apparent  than  real.  True  believers  "  are 
all  one  in  Christ  Jesus."  They  acknowledge  one 
Divine  Head,  follow  one  Rule  of  Faith,  and 
observe  the  same  two  great  Sacraments.  (See 
Eph.  iv,  4-6.) 

"  Elect  from  every  nation, 

Yet  one  o'er  all  the  earth, 
Her  charter  of  salvation, 

One  Lord,  one  faith,  one  birth  ; 
One  holy  Name  she  blesses, 

Partakes  one  holy  food, 
And  to  one  hope  she  presses 

With  every  grace  endued." 

The  Church  of  England  claims  to  be  a  true  and 
living  Branch  of  that  Holy  Catholic  Church  which 
is  "  built  upon  the  foundation  of  the  Apostles 
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and  Prophets,  Jesus  Christ  Himself  being  the 
chief  corner  stone."  (Eph.  ii,  20.)  There  may  be 
Societies  and  Congregations,  and  such  may 
include  individual  Christians,  but  if  there  be  no 
duly  ordained  ministry  and  no  administration  of 
the  Sacraments,  they  cannot  be  rightly  recognized  as 
true  branches  of  the  Church.  This  at  least  is  the 
view  held  by  our  Church,  which  teaches  that  "  the 
visible  Church  of  Christ  is  a  congregation  of 
faithful  men,  in  the  which  the  pure  Word  of  God  is 
preached,  and  the  Sacraments  be  duly  ministered 
according  to  Christ's  ordinance  in  all  those 
things  that  of  necessity  are  requisite  to  the 
same."  (Art.  19.) 

We  see,  then,  that  the  Church  of  Christ  belongs 
to  earth  as  well  as  to  heaven,  and  must  be 
surveyed,  not  only  as  an  invisible  or  spiritual 
communion  of  saints,  but  also  as  a  visible  com 
munity,  with  denned  doctrines  and  duties,  duly- 
appointed  officers,  divinely  ordained  Sacraments, 
and  other  means  of  grace — "  Christ's  Church 
Militant  here  in  earth." 

Prove  all  things ;  hold  fast  that  which  is 
good."  Many  decline  the  Apostle's  wise  counsel, 
and  so,  refusing  to  think  for  themselves,  blindly 
follow  the  lead  of  others,  like  the  man  who  regu 
lates  his  watch  by  a  certain  clock  without 
troubling  to  inquire  whether  the  clock  is  right  or  not. 

The  Church  of  England  is  at  once  "  Catholic, 
Apostolic,  Reformed,  Protestant."  Pre-eminently 
characterized  by  the  two  marks  of  Apostolic  Order 
and  Evangelical  Doctrine,  it  must  be  judged 
by  its  Prayer  Book,  Articles,  History,  and  Work. 
Here  I  would  warmly  adopt  the  words  of  Bishop 
Oxenden,  who  says :  "  The  sort  of  churchmanship 
which  I  would  recommend  to  you  is  not  a  negative 
churchmanship,  as  though  it  signified  little  to 
which  communion  you  belong — not  a  mere 
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nominal  churchmanship,  which  has  no  reality 
about  it — not  an  extreme  churchmanship,  which 
would  make  the  Church  a  kind  of  second  Saviour 
to  us — but  a  churchmanship  which  is  intelligent, 
hearty,  earnest,  and  decided — which  makes  a  bold 
stand  upon  certain  definite  principles,  and  honestly 
desires  to  carry  them  out  without  any  compromise 
of  truth,  but  in  a  loving  Christian  spirit." 

The  reasons  given  for  my  Churchmanship  may 
not  be  all  of  equal  importance,  but  all  are  of  value 
when  rightly  considered. 

(1)  FIRST  AND  FOREMOST  I  AM  A  CHURCH 
MAN  BECAUSE  THE  CHURCH  OF  ENGLAND 
ASSIGNS  ABSOLUTE  SUPREMACY  TO  HOLY  SCRIP- 
TURE  AS  THE  ONE  RULE  OF  FAITH  AND 
PRACTICE.  In  the  principles  and  doctrines  set 
forth  in  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer  and  the 
Thirty-nine  Articles  of  Religion,  our  Church  con 
stantly  declares  allegiance  to  God's  Word  written. 
Its  teaching  respecting  the  Incarnation,  the 
Atonement,  the  Resurrection,  the  Future  Life, 
the  Church,  and  the  Sacraments,  wholly  rests 
upon  Scripture.  It  accepts  the  three  Creeds"  not 

*NoTE  ON  THE  CREEDS. — The  Apostles'  Creed  is  the 
simplest  of  the  three,  probably  dating  from  the  fourth 
century.  It  has  its  name,  not  because  it  was  drawn  up 
by  the  Apostles,  but  because  it  embodies  their  teaching, 
and  contains  the  essential  doctrines  of  the  Christian  faith. 
It  is  found  in  the  Baptismal  Services,  taught  in  the 
Catechism,  and  used  in  the  Morning  and  Evening  Services. 
The  Nicene  Creed,  found  in  the  Communion  Office,  was 
first  drawn  up  at  the  Council  of  Nicsea,  A. D.  325,  and  enlarged 
and  ratified  at  later  Councils.  Designed  to  meet  some  of 
the  earlier  heresies,  it  treats  more  fully  of  the  Godhead  of 
the  Son  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  The  Athanasian  Creed, 
which  belongs,  probably,  to  the  fifth  century,  was  not  drawn 
up  by  St.  Athanasius,  but  has  its  name  because  it  asserts 
those  great  truths  which  he  spent  his  life  in  defending. 
Dealing  with  profound  mysteries,  it  is  rather  an  exposition 
and  defence  of  the  Creed  of  Christendom  than  a  Creed 
itself — a  war-song  of  the  Church. 
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because  they  are  ancient,  drawn  up  by  learned 
men  and  decreed  by  Councils,  but  because  "  they 
may  be  proved  by  most  certain  warrants  of  Holy 
Scripture."  (Art.  8.)  It  declares  that  "  Holy 
Scripture  containeth  all  things  necessary  to  salva 
tion  :  so  that  whatsoever  is  not  read  therein,  nor 
may  be  proved  thereby,  is  not  to  be  required  of 
any  man,  that  it  should  be  believed  as  an  article 
of  the  Faith,  or  be  thought  requisite  or  necessary 
to  salvation."  (Art.  6.)  God's  Word,  not 
Antiquity  or  so-called  "  Catholic  Tradition,"  must 
ever  be  the  test  of  truth,  the  one  rule  of  faith, 
the  final  judge  of  controversy. 

(2)  I  AM  A  CHURCHMAN  BECAUSE  THE 
CHURCH'S  TEACHING  ON  THE  SACRAMENTS  is 

IN  AGREEMENT  WITH  HOLY  SCRIPTURE.  God 
has  given  holy  symbols  and  sure  seals  in  the 
Gospel  Covenant  which  meet  the  need  of  man's 
spiritual  nature,  and  by  which  grace  and  strength 
are  imparted.  Hence  in  the  language  of 
Article  25,  "  Sacraments  ordained  of  Christ  be  not 
only  badges  or  tokens  of  Christian  men's  pro 
fession,  but  rather  they  be  certain  sure  witnesses, 
and  effectual  signs  of  grace,  and  God's  goodwill 
towards  us,  by  the  which  He  doth  work  invisibly  in 
us,  and  doth  not  only  quicken  Carouse}  but  also 
strengthen  and  confirm  our  faith  in  Him." 

In  the  Jewish  Church  were  two  Ordinances — 
Circumcision,  whereby  the  Jew  was  admitted  into 
the  Divine  Covenant ;  and  the  Passover,  wherein 
he  commemorated  the  deliverance  of  his  nation 
from  Egyptian  bondage.  With  these  correspond 
the  two  Sacraments  ordained  by  Christ — Baptism, 
whereby  we  are  admitted  into  the  Church  ;  and 
the  Lord's  Supper,  wherein  we  commemorate  His 
redeeming  work. 

The  Church  Catechism  (which  gives  the  elemen 
tary  truths  of  the  Christian  Religion)  teaches  that 
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Christ  ordained  two  Sacraments  only,  as  generally 
necessary  to  salvation,  namely,  Baptism  and  the 
Supper  of  the  Lord.  The  Church  of  Rome  says 
"  there  are  truly  and  properly  Seven  Sacraments," 
but  Art.  25  of  our  Church  declares  that  "there 
are  two  Sacraments  ordained  of  Christ  our  Lord 
in  the  Gospel,  that  is  to  say,  Baptism,  and  the 
Supper  of  our  Lord.  Those  five  commonly  called 
Sacraments,  that  is  to  say  Confirmation,  Penance, 
Orders,  Matrimony,  and  extreme  Unction,  are  not 
to  be  counted  for  Sacraments  of  the  Gospel." 

Holy  Baptism  "  is  not  only  a  sign  of  profession, 
but  it  is  also  a  sign  of  Regeneration  or  new 
birth."  Our  Prayer  Book  has  two  forms  of 
Baptism,  one  for  infants,  the  other  for  adults. 
Infant  Baptism  is  justified  by  the  old  Covenant  rite 
of  Circumcision.  Moreover,  Christ  called  little 
children  to  Him,  saying,  "  Of  such  is  the  Kingdom 
of  heaven."  "The  promise  is  unto  you,  and  to 
your  children."  (Acts  ii,  39.)  Surely  the  bless 
ings  of  the  New  Covenant  are  not  more  limited 
than  those  of  the  old !  Hence  our  Church's  rule, 
"  The  Baptism  of  young  children  is  in  an}rwise 
to  be  retained  in  the  Church,  as  most  agreeable 
with  the  institution  of  Christ."  (Art.  27.) 

Supplementary  to  Holy  Baptism,  or  rather  as 
a  connecting  link  between  Baptism  and  the  Lord's 
Supper,  is  the  rite  of  Confirmation,  for  which  we 
have  Scripture  warrant  in  Acts  viii,  12-17,  "  They 
were  baptized."  The  Apostles  "  prayed  for  them, 
that  they  might  receive  the  Holy  Ghost.  Then 
laid  they  their  hands  on  them,  and  they  received 
the  Holy  Ghost." 

Surely  it  is  reasonable  and  good  that,  having 
been  dedicated  to  God  in  days  of  infancy,  we 
should,  on  reaching  years  of  discretion,  and 
after  due  instruction  in  the  Christian  faith, 
openly  confess  Christ,  and  be  admitted  to  Holy 
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Communion.  The  time  of  Confirmation  is  one  of 
Decision  and  Consecration,  when  we  enter  fully 
into  the  privileges,  responsibilities,  and  obligations 
of  Christian  discipleship.  By  the  prayers  of  God's 
people  and  the  laying  on  of  hands  by  the  Bishop 
as  chief  pastor,  "after  the  example  of  the  Apostles," 
we  are  assured  of  God's  favour,  and  confirmed  and 
strengthened  with  the  blessings  of  His  Holy 
Spirit,  "the  manifold  gifts  of  grace."  Hence 
forth  our  life  motto  is — "  God,  whose  I  am,  and 
whom  I  serve." 

(3)  I  AM  A  CHURCHMAN  BECAUSE  I  BELIEVE 
THE  CHURCH'S  TEACHING  ON  THE  SACRAMENT 
OF  THE  LORD'S  SUPPER  TO  BE  IN  ACCORD  WITH 
HOLY  SCRIPTURE. 

In  the  Catechism  the  nature  and  benefits  of  the 
Lord's  Supper  are  set  out  in  language  clear  and 
Scriptural.  There  we  are  taught  that  the  Sacra 
ment  of  the  Lord's  Supper  was  ordained  for  the 

continual  remembrance  of  the  sacrifice  of  the 
death  of  Christ,  and  of  the  benefits  which  we 
receive  thereby."  "  This  do  in  remembrance  of 
me."  (Luke  xxii,  19.) 

By  Article  28  it  is  declared  that  the  "  Supper 
of  the  Lord  is  not  only  a  sign  of  the  love  that 
Christians  ought  to  have  among  themselves  one 
to  another:  but  rather  it  is  a  Sacrament  of  our 
Redemption  by  Christ's  death.  The  Body  of 
Christ  is  given,  taken,  and  eaten,  in  the  Supper, 
only  after  an  heavenly  and  spiritual  manner.  And 
the  mean  whereby  the  Body  of  Christ  is  received 
and  eaten  in  the  Supper  is  Faith."  Consider 
carefully  the  Articles  relating  to  the  Lord's 
Supper,  and  meditate  upon  the  Communion 
Service,  noting  specially  the  Exhortation,  the 
prayer  of  Consecration,  and  the  words  of  Adminis 
tration,  all  of  which  teach  that  the  Lord's  Supper 
is  a  Memorial  Feast — the  commemoration  of  a 
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sacrifice.  But  it  is  more  than  a  simple  com 
memoration.  There  is  communion.  By  faith  "  we 
spiritually  eat  the  flesh  of  Christ  and  drink  His 
blood.  We  are  one  with  Christ  and  Christ  with 
us."  "  Believe,  and  thou  hast  eaten,"  exclaimed 
St.  Augustine.  "  Take  and  eat  this  in  remem 
brance  that  Christ  died  for  thee,  and  feed  on  Him 
in  thy  heart  by  faith  with  thanksgiving." 

Form  a  high  estimate — a  spiritual  estimate — 
of  the  Lord's  Supper,  and  expect  from  it  great 
things.  It  is  a  divinely-appointed  Feast  at  which 
Christ  is  really  present  to  strengthen  and  bless 
His  faithful  servants.  Therein  we  receive  the 
"  pledges  of  His  love."  "  Regard  the  outward 
signs  (the  bread  and  wine)  reverently,  but  not 
superstitiously ;  use  them  as  means,  not  ends ; 
symbols,  not  idols.  Feed  on  Him  (not  only  on 
them ;  in  thine  heart  (not  with  thy  mouth) ;  by 
faith  (not  by  sight);  with  thanksgiving"  (Dean 
VaughanJ.  As  your  body  feeds  on  the  bread  and 
wine,  so  let  your  heart  feed  on  Christ  the  True 
Bread. 

"  We  taste  Thee,  O  Thou  living  Bread, 

And  long  to  feast  upon  Thee  still  ; 
We  drink  of  Thee,  the  Fountain-head, 

And  thirst  our  souls  from  Thee  to  fill." 

The  Lord's  Supper  is  a  Memorial  of  the  one 
perfect  sacrifice  for  sin  offered  on  Calvary — an 
Emblem  of  the  Saviour's  love — a  Proclamation  of 
the  benefits  of  Christ's  death — a  Communion 
which  disciples  have  with  their  Lord  and  with 
one  another — a  Seal  of  Covenant  blessing — a 
Eucharist,  or  offering  of  praise  and  thanksgiving — 
a  Pledge  that  Christ  will  come  again — and  a 
convincing  Evidence  of  the  truth  of  Christianity. 
As  reverently  and  joyfully  we  kneel  at  the  Lord's 
Table  be  this  the  meditation  of  our  hearts,  "  He 
loved  me,  and  gave  Himself  for  me." 
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In  the  Lord's  Supper  no  propitiatory  sacrifice 
is  offered  or  re-presented  for  sin.  The  word 
"  Altar "  is  not  found  in  the  Prayer  Book.  The 
Communion  Table  is  not  "  an  Altar  of  Sacrifice," 
but,  in  the  language  of  our  Church,  it  is  "  the 
Lord's  Table,"  "the  Holy  Table."  ({  Not  once  in 
the  New  Testament  is  the  word  "  Altar "  used 
with  reference  to  the  Lord's  Supper.  Concerning 
Hebrews  xiii,  10,  "We  have  an  altar"  (by  some 
applied  to  the  Lord's  Table),  Bishop  Westcott 
says  "  there  is  no  room  for  such  an  application." 
Bishop  Lightfoot  writes,  "  An  actual  altar  is 
plainly  not  intended.  This  is  shown  by  the 
context  both  before  and  after,  which  points  to  the 
Cross  of  Christ  spiritually  regarded." 

The  hour  of  Holy  Communion,  Morning,  Noon, 
or  Evening,  matters  little  so  long  as  heart  and  life 
be  right.  Our  Lord  instituted  the  Supper  in  the 
evening.  "  It  must  be  admitted  that  no  exception 
whatever  can  be  taken  against  Evening  Com 
munion,  either  from  the  Holy  Scriptures,  or  from 
the  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  or  from  the  Con 
stitution  and  Canons  of  the  Church  of  England. 
Let  each  communicate  in  the  manner  which  he 
finds  most  profitable,  without  for  a  moment  pre 
suming  to  censure  those  who  prefer  a  different 
manner "  (Dean  GoulburnJ. 

(4)  I  AM  A  CHURCHMAN  BECAUSE  I  PREFER 
A  LITURGICAL  FORM  OF  SERVICE.  The  Ancient 
Church  had  its  Liturgies  and  Service  Books,  and 
the  value  of  our  Prayer  Book  is  emphasized  by 
the  fact  that  Wesleyan  and  other  Nonconformist 
bodies  use  it  in  a  modified  form.  The  Reformers 
gave  us  not  only  an  English  Bible,  but  also  an 
English  Prayer  Book  revised  and  purified  from 
the  many  superstitions  and  legends  which  had 
encrusted  the  existing  Service  Books.  The 
judicious  spirit  which  pervaded  the  minds  of  those 
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who  compiled  our  Prayer  Book  may  be  gathe 
from  the  Preface,  which  says — "  although  we 
know  it  is  impossible  to  please  all ;  nor  can  expect 
that  men  of  factious,  peevish  and  perverse  spirits 
should  be  satisfied  with  anything,  that  can  be  done 
in  this  kind  by  any  other  than  themselves,  yet  we 
have  good  hope  that  what  is  here  presented,  and 
hath  been  by  the  Convocations  of  both  Provinces 
with  great  diligence  examined  and  approved,  will 
be  also  well  accepted  and  approved  by  all 
sober,  peaceable,  and  truly  conscientious  sons  of 
the  Church  of  England."  Our  Prayer  Book  is 
the  "  Book  of  Common  Prayer,"  i.e.,  it  is  for  "  all 
sorts  and  conditions  of  men."  It  must  not,  however, 
be  put  on  a  level  with  the  Word  of  God,  for  "it  is 
not  the  greater  light  to  rule  the  day,  but  the  lesser 
light  to  shine  upon  our  night  of  ignorance  and 
infirmity,  and  to  guide  our  feet  along  the  pathway 
of  Prayer  and  Praise." 

The  sacrifice  of  the  Mass  and  the  use  of  Incense 
are  opposed  both  to  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of  the 
Prayer  Book.  Neither  it  nor  Holy  Scripture  give 
any  authority  or  support  whatever  to  Fasting 
Communion,  prayers  for  the  departed,  and  habitual 
private  confession. 

In  two  special  cases  only — perplexity  with 
reference  to  Holy  Communion,  and  a  troubled 
conscience  on  a  sick  bed — are  directions  given  for 
persons  to  open  their  minds  to  and  seek  counsel  of 
the  minister.  But  these  exceptions  prove  the  rule, 
and  the  Church's  silence  in  other  cases  is  note 
worthy.  Dean  Vaughan  writes  : — "  We  will 
venture  to  say  that  neither  Scripture,  nor  our 
Church's  teaching,  gives  the  slightest  encourage 
ment  to  that  sort  of  systematic  and  habitual 
confession,  the  periodical  carrying  to  a  priest  of 
the  secrets  of  the  conscience  and  of  the  life,  which 
had  its  natural  place  amongst  the  many  errors  of 
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Romanism,  and  which  some  would  bring  back  in 
these   days   into   the  bosom  of   a    Reformed  and 
Protestant  Church." 
(5)  I  AM  A  CHURCHMAN  BECAUSE  I  BELIEVE 

IN  AN  EPISCOPAL  FORM  OF  CHURCH  GOVERN 
MENT  AND  A  DULY-ORDAINED  MINISTRY.  A 
succession  of  Bishops  may  not  be  essential  to  the 
being  of  a  Church,  but  it  is  most  conducive  to 
its  well-being.  Our  Church  declares  a  simple 
historical  fact  in  the  preface  to  the  Ordination 
Services  thus:  "  It  is  evident  unto  all  men  diligently 
reading  Holy  Scripture  and  ancient  authors,  that 
from  the  Apostles'  time  there  have  been  these 
orders  of  Ministers  in  Christ's  Church :  Bishops, 
Priests,  and  Deacons."  The  English  Church  does 
not,  as  the  Roman  Communion,  unchurch  members 
of  other  Christian  Churches,  nor  does  it  condemn 
the  ministry  of  other  Churches,  but  simply  states 
its  own  rule  thus  in  Article  23  :  "  It  is  not  lawful' 
for  any  man  to  take  upon  him  the  office  of  public 
preaching,  or  ministering  the  Sacraments  in  the 
Congregation,  before  he  be  lawfully  called,  and 
sent  to  execute  the  same.  And  those  we  ought  to 
judge  lawfully  called  and  sent,  which  be  chosen 
and  called  to  this  work  by  men  who  have  public 
authority  given  unto  them  in  the  Congregation, 
to  call  and  send  ministers  into  the  Lord's  vine 
yard."  At  times  it  happens  that  unfit  and  unworthy 
men  have  a  place  in  the  sacred  ministry,  but  this 
is  inevitable  in  an  age  in  which  the  evil  is  mingled 
with  the  good.  How  needful  the  prayer  that  God 
may  so  guide  our  Bishops  and  Pastors  "  that  they 
may  lay  hands  suddenly  on  no  man,  but  faithfully 
and  wisely  make  choice  of  fit  persons  to  serve  in 
the  sacred  ministry  of  His  Church." 

The  clergy  are  not  ordained  to  hear  confessions, 
nor  to  offer  up  propitiatory  sacrifices,  but,  as  our 
Ordination  Service  says,  "  to  be  Messengers, 


16  WHY    I    AM    A   CHURCHMAN. 

Watchmen,  and  Stewards  of  the  Lord;  to  teach, 
and  to  premonish,  to  feed  and  provide  for  the 
Lord's  family  ;  to  seek  for  Christ's  sheep  that  are 
dispersed  abroad,  and  for  His  children  who  are 
in  the  midst  of  this  naughty  world,  that  they  may 
be  saved  through  Christ  for  ever." 

Nowhere  in  the  New  Testament  is  the  Greek 
word  for  a  sacrificing  priest  (hiereus)  used  to 
designate  a  minister  of  the  Gospel.  Christ,  our 
Great  High  Priest,  is  the  only  Hiereus.  Our 
Prayer  Book  nowhere  uses  "  priest  "  in  any  sense 
but  that  of  presbyter  or  elder,  of  which  it  is  the 
shortened  form.  It  is  a  foundation  truth  that 
"  the  Kingdom  of  Christ  has  no  sacerdotal 
system.  It  interposes  no  sacrificial  tribe  or  class 
between  God  and  man,  by  whose  intervention 
alone  God  is  reconciled  and  man  forgiven.  Each 
individual  member  holds  personal  communion 
with  the  Divine  Head."  (Bishop  Lightfoot.) 

(6)  I  AM  A  CHURCHMAN  BECAUSE  THE  CHURCH 
OF  ENGLAND  is  THE  ANCIENT  HISTORIC  CHURCH 
OF  THIS  COUNTRY,  and  not  a  new  Church  founded 
by  the  State,  dating  only  from  the  period  of  the 
Reformation,  as  some  erroneously  say.  When  the 
Roman  missionary  Augustine  came  (A.D.  597) 
he  found  a  fully-organized  Church.  History 
shows  our  Church  to  be  the  descendant  and 
successor  of  one  which  existed  long  before  the 
Monarchy  was  founded.  Dismissing  uncertain 
legends  connecting  St.  Paul,  Joseph  of  Arimathaea, 
and  others,  with  the  bringing  of  the  Gospel  to 
our  land,  there  must  be  some  foundation  for  the 
statement  of  Tertullian  (A.D.  207)  : — "  Britan- 
norum  inaccessa  Romanis,  loca  Christo  vero 
subdita " — "  Places  among  the  Britons  unap- 
proached  by  the  Romans  but  subdued  to  Christ." 
This  is  the  earliest  record  connecting  Britain  with 
the  name  of  Christ,  and  from  it  starts  our  Church 
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History.  Three  British  Bishops  were  at  the 
Council  of  Aries  in  314,  a  proof  that  there  was 
a  duly-organized  Church  in  our  land  long  before 
the  arrival  of  Augustine.  In  the  fourth  century 
the  British  Church  had  the  honour  of  furnishing 
martyrs  to  the  faith,  during  the  terrible  persecution 
under  Diocletian.  Though  persecuted  and  scattered 
by  pagan  invaders,  its  light  was  never  wholly 
extinguished.  Of  this  early  Church  the  four  Welsh 
Bishoprics  are  monuments. 

"  It  was  in  the  year  635,  a  little  more  than 
seventy  years  after  Columba  landed  in  lona,  just 
thirty  years  after  the  death  of  Augustine — that 
Aidan  commenced  his  work.  Though  nearly  forty 
years  had  elapsed  since  Augustine's  first  landing 
in  England,  Christianity  was  still  confined  to  the 
first  conquest,  the  south-east  corner  of  the  island, 
the  kingdom  of  Kent.  Beyond  this  border,  though 
ground  had  been  broken  here  and  there,  no  terri 
tory  had  been  permanently  acquired  for  the  Gospel. 
Then  commenced  those  thirty  years  of  earnest, 
energetic  labour,  carried  on  by  these  Celtic 
missionaries,  and  their  disciples  from  Lindisfarne 
as  their  spiritual  citadel,  which  ended  in  the  sub 
mission  of  England  to  the  gentle  yoke  of  Christ. 
Not  Augustine,  but  Aidan,  is  the  TRUE  apostle  of 
England."  (Bishop  Lightfoot.) 

Bishop  Christ.  Wordsworth  says  : — "  No  trace 
whatever  can  be  found  of  the  Bishop  of  Rome 
having  exercised  any  ecclesiastical  authority  in 
England  for  the  first  six  hundred  years  after 
Christ,  and  it  is  certain  that  England  did  not 
receive  her  Christianity  at  first  through  Rome." 

In  early  days  the  common  faith  helped  greatly 
to  draw  the  several  kingdoms  together,  until  at 
last  England  became  one  kingdom.  The  Nation 
did  not  establish  the  Church,  but  the  Church 
assisted  greatly  to  establish  and  consolidate  the 
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Nation.  At  the  Reformation  the  English  Churc 
re-asserted  its  independence,  repudiated  Roman 
authority,  renounced  Roman  error,  and  declared 
the  Bible  to  be  the  supreme  authority.  Of  this 
our  English  Bible  and  the  Book  of  Common 
Prayer  are  the  most  enduring  monuments. 

(7)  I  AM  A  CHURCHMAN  BECAUSE  OF  THE 
PROTESTANT  CHARACTER  OF  THE  CHURCH  OF 
ENGLAND.  As  Archbishop  Benson  once  said : 
"  Protestant  is  not  a  word  to  be  forgotten,  but  to 
be  understood."  Protestantism  must  never  be 
regarded  as  a  mere  negation.  A  Protestant  is 
one  who  witnesses  for  God's  truth  and  protests 
against  error.  Historically  the  word  Protestant 
had  its  origin  in  1529,  at  the  Council  of  Spires. 
This  Council  passed  a  decree  enjoining  those 
States  which  had  adopted  Reformation  principles 
to  retrace  their  steps,  re-introduce  the  Mass,  and 
"  use  and  explain  the  Scriptures  only  as  they  had 
hitherto  been  used  and  explained  in  the  Church." 
Against  this  decree  a  considerable  number  of 
princes  and  deputies  strongly  protested,  and  at  the 
same  time  witnessed,  saying:  "We  are  resolved  by 
the  grace  of  God  to  maintain  the  pure  and 
exclusive  teaching  of  His  only  Word."  They 
were  afterwards  called  Protestants,  and  ultimately 
the  term  was  applied  to  all  who  protested  against 
the  pretensions  and  errors  of  the  Church  of  Rome. 

It  should  never  be  forgotten  that  the  Act  of 
Settlement  requires  the  Sovereign  of  these  Realms 
to  be  a  Protestant.  So  our  King  on  his  Coronation 
declared  that  he  was  "  a  faithful  Protestant,"  and 
took  a  solemn  oath  before  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury  that  he  would  to  the  utmost  of  his 
power  "  maintain  the  laws  of  God,  the  true  pro 
fession  of  the  Gospel,  and  the  Protestant  Reformed 
Religion  established  by  law."  Other  Acts  secure 
"the  true  Protestant  religion  professed  and 
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established  in  the  Church  of  England,  and  the 
doctrines,  worship,  discipline  and  government 
thereof." 

The  title  of  Protestant  stands  in  antagonism,  not 
to  Catholicism,  but  to  Romanism.  Bishop  Ellicott 
says: — "Never  let  us  be  ashamed  of  that  word 
'Protestant,'  which  is  so  often  urged  against  us  as 
a  badge  of  disunion  ;  never  let  us  shrink  from 
speaking  of  our  Church  as  Protestant.  Catholic  it 
is  in  faith  and  principles — Protestant  it  is  in  attitude 
to  false  teaching  and  doctrinal  error." 

True  Protestantism  is  the  resolve  in  the  name 
of  God  to  maintain  and  defend  the  Catholic  Faith 
set  forth  in  Holy  Scripture,  and  no  well-instructed 
Churchman  will  be  ashamed  of  the  name  Pro 
testant.  "  It  is  our  glory  and  our  happiness  to 
be  Christians  ;  our  safeguard  and  consolation  to  be 
Catholics  ;  our  sad  and  melancholy  duty — a  duty 
which  we  can  never  abandon  till  Rome  has  ceased 
to  work  among  us — to  be  Protestants." 

(8)  I  AM  A  CHURCHMAN  BECAUSE  OF  THE 
PARAMOUNT  IMPORTANCE  OUR  CHURCH  GIVES 
TO  EVANGELICAL  TEACHING  AND  EVANGELISTIC 
WORK.  These  marks  of  Apostolic  practice  are 
seen,  not  only  in  the  Ordination  and  other  Services, 
but  also  by  its  manifold  activities  in  Mission  and 
Philanthropic  work  both  at  home  and  abroad. 

The  late  Bishop  Ryle,  of  Liverpool,  in  vindi 
cating  the  position  of  Evangelical  Churchmen, 
said  that  as  they  had  no  cause  to  be  ashamed  of 
their  distinctive  doctrinal  views,  so  also  they  had 
no  cause  to  be  ashamed  of  their  distinctive  plans 
of  Church-work.  "  Who,"  he  asked,  '  first 
employed  laymen  in  Christ's  work  ?  Who  first 
called  women  forward,  and  gave  them  an  office 
and  position  amongst  Church-workers  ?  Who  first 
revived  a  due  reverence  for  the  Lord's  Supper, 
and  first  crowded  Communion  rails  with  devout 
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Communicants  ?  Who  first  introduced  hearty  and 
congregational  singing  ?  Who  first  commenced 
special  short  Services  for  the  working-classes  ? 
Who  first  attempted  what  are  now  called  '  Mis 
sion  '  Services  ?  Who  first  tried  Prayer  Meetings 
and  short  Services  in  unconsecrated  places  ?  " 
To  all  these  questions  the  Bishop  gave  an  emphatic 
answer  :  "  The  Evangelical  Body  !  " 

To  Evangelize — to  preach  the  Gospel  of  the 
grace  of  God  to  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  men 
both  at  home  and  abroad — this  is  the  great 
mission,  the  lofty  privilege,  of  the  Church  of 
England,  its  strength  and  glory.  It  is  a  matter 
of  rejoicing  to  know  that  in  this  twentieth  century 
Missionary  zeal  and  Evangelistic  effort  are  in 
nowise  limited  to  any  one  section  of  its  members. 

(9)  I  AM  A  CHURCHMAN  BECAUSE  I  APPROVE 
THE  UNION  OF  CHURCH  AND  STATE.  What  is 
meant  by  the  cry  "  A  Free  Church  in  a  Free 
State  "  we  have  yet  to  learn,  but  are  sure  that 
a  far  nobler  cry  is  "  A  Christian  Church  in  a 
Christian  State."  As  already  said,  the  State  did 
not  create  or  establish  the  Church,  but  the  Church 
assisted  to  make  the  State.  At  the  Reformation 
no  new  Church  was  set  up :  the  existing  Church 
was  reformed.  The  strange  fallacy  that  at  the 
Reformation  period  the  State  set  aside  the  Church 
of  Rome  and  founded  a  new  Church  will  find  no 
place  in  the  minds  of  the  well-informed.  The 
evidence  for  the  continuity  of  the  English  Church 
is  as  convincing  as  it  is  abundant.  In  addition  to 
the  testimony  of  Acts  of  Parliament,  Reports  of 
Royal  Commissions,  and  especially  the  Preface 
to  the  Prayer  Book,  we  are  able  to  call  a  host 
of  witnesses — eminent  historians  and  statesmen. 

Mr.  Gladstone  wrote  many  years  ago : —  I  can 
find  no  trace  of  that  opinion,  which  is  common 
in  the  mouths  of  unthinking  persons,  that  the 
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Roman  Catholic  Church  was  abolished  in  England 
at  the  time  of  the  Reformation,  and  that  a 
Protestant  Church  was  put  in  its  place." 

"  I  hold  very  strongly,"  Mr.  Asquith  says, 
"  that  it  is  an  historical  fallacy  to  represent  the 
Church  of  England  as  ever  having  been  a  mere 
offshoot  and  dependency  of  the  Church  of  Rome. 
I  think  the  whole  of  our  mediaeval  history  shows 
first  of  all  that  our  Kings,  then  our  Parliaments, 
as  soon  as  they  acquired  a  dominant  position,  kept 
a  tight  grip  of  the  government  of  the  Church, 
refused  to  allow  the  intrusion  of  any  foreign 
Power,  or  any  outside  Ecclesiastical  authority  in 
the  regulation  of  our  National  Church.  ...  I  am 
not  one  of  those  who  think,  as  used  to  be  currently 
assumed,  that  the  legislation  of  Henry  VIII  trans 
ferred  the  privileges  and  endowments  of  a  National 
Establishment  from  the  Church  of  Rome  to  the 
Church  of  England.  I  believe  that  view  rests 
upon  imperfect  historical  information." 

Professor  Freeman  writes : — "  It  is  certain  that 
no  English  ruler,  no  English  Parliament,  thought 
of  setting  up  a  new  Church,  but  simply  of 
reforming  the  existing  English  Church.  Nothing 
was  further  from  the  mind  of  Henry  VIII  or  of 
Elizabeth  than  the  thought  that  either  of  them  was 
doing  anything  new.  Neither  of  them  ever  thought 
for  a  moment  of  establishing  a  new  Church  or  of 
establishing  anything  at  all.  In  their  own  eyes 
they  were  not  establishing,  but  reforming ;  they 
were  not  pulling  down  or  setting  up,  but  putting 
to  rights.  The  whole  argument  must  assume, 
because  the  facts  of  history  compel  us  to  assume, 
the  absolute  identity  of  the  Church  of  England 
after  the  Reformation  with  the  Church  of  England 
before  the  Reformation." 

At  times,  either  in  ignorance  or  for  party 
purposes,  our  Church  is  said  to  be  endowed  by  the 
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State,  and  the  clergy  described  as  "  State-paid." 
Of  many  witnesses  in  disproof  of  this  fallacy  is 
Mr.  Gladstone,  who  wrote: — "The  clergy  of  the 
Church  of  England  are  not  State-paid."  In  1908 
Mr.  Asquith  wrote: — "  With  the  exception  of 
those  in  the  direct  employment  of  the  State  as 
chaplains,  the  stipends  of  the  Bishops  and  the 
clergy  of  the  Church  of  England  are  not  paid  out 
of  public  funds."  The  Church  is  supported  and 
the  clergy  paid  out  of  its  own  rightful  revenues, 
and  by  the  voluntary  offerings  of  its  members. 

The  union  of  Church  and  State  has  grown  up 
with  the  ages.  Our  Sovereign  is  solemnly  pledged 
to  maintain  it.  We  believe  it  to  be  in  agreement 
with  Scripture,  and  of  untold  advantage  to  the 
people.  Not  only  is  it  a  National  testimony  of 
faith  in  God,  but  it  guarantees  in  a  way  which 
nothing  else  can  the  Protestant  succession  to  the 
Crown.  Its  maintenance  is  not  a  mere  question 
of  policy,  but  a  solemn  duty  imposed  upon  all 
patriotic  Englishmen. 

(10)  I  AM  A  CHURCHMAN  BECAUSE  I  BELIEVE 
THE  PAROCHIAL  SYSTEM  TO  BE  AN  UNSPEAK 
ABLE  BLESSING  TO  THE  NATION.  It  provides 
for  the  spiritual  needs  of  all  classes  throughout  the 
land.  There  are  in  England  and  Wales  about 
14,350  parishes,  with  their  Churches  and  Schools, 
served  by  upwards  of  21,000  Clergy,  over  whom 
are  37  Diocesan  Bishops.  The  net  average  income 
of  each  Vicar  is  slightly  over  £250  per  annum. 
In  1910  Church  Day  Schools,  notwithstanding 
the  large  increase  of  rate-provided  schools,  num 
bered  upwards  of  11,000,  with  accommodation  for 
two  and  a  half  million  scholars. 

Important  indeed  is  the  work  fostered  by  the 
Parochial  system  !  Church  and  schools,  once 
built,  and  the  district  assigned,  the  Clergy  and 
staff  of  workers  remain,  throughout  many  and 
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varied  changes.  Amid  any  deterioration  which 
may  happen  to  the  neighbourhood,  the  Church 
buildings,  organizations,  and  Clergy  remain  per 
manent  for  the  social,  moral,  and  spiritual  welfare 
of  the  inhabitants  for  the  time  being.  The  English 
Church  is  at  times  referred  to  as  the  Church  of 
the  wealthy,  but  it  is  equally,  indeed,  pre-eminently, 
the  Church  of  the  poor,  bridging  over  the  gulf 
between  the  two  classes. 

Many  other  reasons  might  be  given,  but  those 
enumerated  may  suffice  to  show  that  there  are 
good  and  solid  grounds  for  being  a  member  of 
the  Church  of  England. 

Some  people,  loosely  enough,  will  call  a  man  a 
Churchman  because  he  goes  to  Church  ;  but  to 
be  a  Churchman  involves  infinitely  more  than  mere 
Church  attendance.  To  be  a  Churchman  means 
implicit  and  intelligent  faith  in  a  definite  Creed — 
the  Creed  of  Christendom  ;  hearty  adherence  to 
definite  Church  principles  as  set  forth  in  the  Book 
of  Common  Prayer  and  the  Thirty-nine  Articles  ; 
regular  attendance  at  Public  Worship  and  the 
Holy  Communion  ;  and  a  whole-hearted  share  in 
the  activities,  charities,  and  work  of  the  Church. 
As  loyal  Churchmen  we  shall  willingly  offer  to 
God  that  which  costs  us  something — "  All  things 
come  of  thee,  and  of  Thine  own  have  we  given 
Thee." 

Living  our  Creed,  DUTY,  both  to  God  and 
man,  will  be  the  supreme  keynote  of  life.  So 
shall  we  know  from  happy  personal  experience 
the  unspeakable  Joys  of  Religion — the  joy  of 
Faith,  the  joy  of  Sacrifice,  the  joy  of  Service,  and 
the  joy  of  Adoration  and  Worship. 

As  members  of  a  National  and  Reformed  Church, 
united  by  the  bonds  of  Apostolic  doctrine  and  fellow 
ship,  be  it  ours,  amid  eventful  and  changeful  days, 
to  defend  and  value  more  than  ever  the  priceless 
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heritage  of  Evangelical  Truth,  Apostolic  Order,  and 
Spiritual  Freedom,  secured  to  us  by  the  life-blood 
of  our  martyred  forefathers.  The  deeper  our  study 
of  the  history  and  principles  of  our  National  Church, 
the  greater  will  be  our  love  and  veneration  for  it. 
Walking  around  its  walls,  grey  with  antiquity,  and 
marking  its  bulwarks,  scarred  but  not  weakened  by 
constant  conflict  with  the  foes  of  faith,  we  shall 
realize  more  fully  that  "  God — our  Hope  and 
Strength — is  in  the  midst  of  her;  therefore  shall 
she  not  be  removed."  As  lovers  of  our  Country, 
and  loyal  members  of  the  Church  of  our  fathers, 
we  shall  pray  for  the  peace  and  prosperity  of 

both,  that 

"  Mutually  protected  and  sustained, 
They  may  endure  as  long  as  sea  surrounds 
This  favoured  land,  or  sunshine  warms  her  soil." 


O  Almighty  God,  who  hast  built  Thy  Church  upon  the 
foundation  of  the  Apostles  and  Prophets,  Jesus  Christ  Him 
self  being  the  head  corner-stone  ;  Grant  us  so  to  be  joined 
together  in  unity  of  spirit  by  their  doctrine,  that  we  may  be 
made  an  holy  temple  acceptable  unto  Thee  ;  through  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord.  Amen. 

O  Lord,  we  beseech  Thee,  let  Thy  continual  pity  cleanse 
and  defend  Thy  Church  ;  and,  because  it  cannot  continue  in 
safety  without  Thy  succour,  preserve  it  evermore  by  Thy  help 
and  goodness  ;  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen. 

Almighty  and  everlasting  God,  by  whose  Spirit  the  whole 
body  of  the  Church  is  governed  and  sanctified  ;  Receive  our 
supplications  and  prayers,  which  we  offer  before  Thee  for 
all  estates  of  men  in  Thy  holy  Church,  that  every  member 
of  the  same,  in  his  vocation  and  ministry,  may  truly  and 
godly  serve  Thee  ;  through  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ.  Amen. 
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Offmnge  of 


Most  inadequate  ideas  exist  as  to  the  amounts 
given  by  Churchmen  to  Missionary,  Parochial, 
Educational,  and  Philanthropic  objects.  In  fact, 
the  Church  of  England  is  one  of  the  greatest 
voluntary  agencies  in  existence.  Last  year  the 
Voluntary  Offerings  of  its  members  much  exceeded 
eight  millions,  and  for  the  last  ten  years  they 
averaged  nearly  eight  millions  per  annum. 

The  total  amount  for  the  year  ending  Easter, 
1911,  was  £8,167,338.  The  funds  contributed  to 
CENTRAL  AND  DIOCESAN  SOCIETIES,  for  Church 
Extension,  Missions  to  Soldiers  and  Sailors, 
General  Home  Missions,  &c.,  was  £780,201  ; 
Foreign  Missions  and  Missionary  Colleges, 
£960,933  ;  Educational  Work,  including  Diocesan 
Training  Colleges,  £78,088  ;  Training  of  Candid 
ates  for  the  Ministry,  Augmentation  Funds,  and 
Clergy  Charities,  £262,420  ;  Philanthropic  Work, 
as  Orphanages,  Convalescent  Homes,  &c.,  £674,463. 
Funds  raised  by  CHURCH  COLLECTIONS  AND 
PAROCHIAL  ORGANIZATIONS  administered 
parochially,  including  Stipends  for  Clergy,  £852,504; 
Church  Day  and  Sunday  Schools,  £565,622  ;  for 
general  Parochial  purposes,  Maintenance  of  Ser 
vices,  Church  Improvements,  &c.,  £3,501,508;  and 
for  the  Poor,  £491,596. 

These  figures  do  not  include  Grants  from  the 
Ecclesiastical  Commissioners  and  like  sources  ; 
nor  yet  the  large  contributions  of  Churchmen  to 
Societies  supported  jointly  by  Churchmen  and 
Nonconformists,  as  the  Bible  Society,  the  Re 
ligious  Tract  Society,  &c.  We  have  given  a  bare 
Summary  only,  but  full  and  interesting  details  will 
be  found  in  the  Official  Year  Book  of  the  Church 
of  England  for  1912. 
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©ifficuft 


Our    Prayer   Book,  the  last  revision  of  which 
dates  from  1662,  contains  many  words  which  have 
changed  their  meaning  or  become  obsolete.     The 
following  are  a  few  examples  :  — 
Abjects  (Ps.  xxxv,  15)  :  Worthless,  contemptible 

people. 
Abraham's  Bosom  (Luke  xvi,  22)  :  Paradise  ;  the 

resting-place  of  happy  souls  after  death. 
Affection  (Litany)  :  "  Pure  affection,"  inclination. 
Affiance  (Litany)  :  Trust,  confidence. 
Amazement  (Marriage  Service)  :  Perplexity,  con 

fusion. 
Altar:  A  place  for  Jewish  sacrifices.     The  word 

is  not   applied  by  the    Prayer  Book   to   the 

Communion  Table. 

Amiable  (Ps.  Ixxxiv,  l)  :  Lovable,  lovely. 
Beasts  (Ps.  Ixviii,  30  ;  Rev.  iv,  6)  :  Powerful  ones; 

living  creatures,  not  necessarily  brute  beasts. 
Catholic  (Creeds,  &c.)  :  Universal,  i.e.,  extending 

to  all  nations  and  races.     "  The  Holy  Church 

throughout  the  world."     Not,  as  the  Jewish, 

the  Church  of  a  single  nation. 
Charity  (1  Cor.  xiii,  1)  :   Love,  so  R.V. 
Cloke  (In  Exhortations)  :  To  hide  ;  disguise. 
Comfortable    (Communion    Service)  :    Cheering  ; 

affording  strength  and  consolation. 
Conversation  (Phil,  i,  27)  :  Conduct,  manner  of  life. 
Damnation  (Communion  Service  ;  1  Cor.  xi,  29)  : 

Judgment  ;  condemnation. 

Endue  (P.B.;  Luke  xxiv,  49)  :  To  clothe  spiritually. 
Eschew  (Collect  ;   Ps.  xviii,  23)  :  To  shun,  avoid. 
Ghostly  (Catechism)  :  Spiritual,  not  carnal. 
Grace  :    God's   free  unmerited  favour  ;    Spiritual 

help. 
Hallowed  (Lord's  Prayer,  &c.)  :  Holy,  separated 

from  secular  uses. 
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Hell  (The  Creeds,  Acts  ii,  27.     Hebrew,  Sheol ; 

Greek,  Hades)  :  The  unseen  or  hidden  world  ; 

the  abode  of  departed  spirits,  not  the  place  of 

torment. 
Homily  :   A  discourse  ;   instruction.     Hence  Book 

of  Homilies  (Art.  xxxv). 

Honest  (1  Pet.  ii,  12)  :  Seemly  ;  honourable. 
Incarnation   (Athan.  Creed)  :   The  being  clothed 

with  flesh.     The  taking  of  human  nature  by 

Christ. 
Incomprehensible     (Athan.    Creed)  :     Immense, 

boundless,     immeasurable,     infinite.       Some 
thing  that  cannot  be  measured. 
Indifferently  (Communion  Service) :  Impartially, 

without  respect  of  persons. 
Kindly     (Litany,     "  kindly     fruits ")  :     Natural, 

according  to  their  kind. 
Lawyer  (Luke  x,  25) :  One  learned  in  the  Law  of 

Moses  ;  a  teacher  of  the  Law. 
Lively  ("  lively  word  ")  :  Living,  life-giving. 
Masses    (Art.    xxix)  :    The    Romish    practice    of 

celebrations  of  the  Holy  Communion  for  the 

living   and    the    dead,    for    the    remission    of 

pain  or  sins. 
Miserable  (Litany ;    1  Cor.   xv,   19)  :  Objects  of 

mercy  ;  "  most  pitiable  "  (R.V.). 
Moderation   (Phil,   iv,  5)  :    Forbearance,    gentle 
ness,  temperateness. 

Mystical  (Communion  Service) :  Spiritual,  super 
natural,  beyond  our  comprehension. 
Paradise   (Luke  xxiii,  43) :    The  gathering-place 

of    waiting    and    happy    souls    after    death ; 

equivalent  to  "Abraham's  Bosom";  a  place 

of  joy  and  felicity. 
Prevent  (Collects;  Ps.  cxix,  148) :  To  anticipate); 

to  go  before  ;  to  meet  and  help. 
Priest  (N.T.)  :»A  presbyter  or  elder  of  the  second 

order  of  the  Christian  ministry. 
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Purgatory  (Art.  xxii) :  A  place  wherein,  accoi 

to  Romish  teaching,  souls  are  purged  by 

before  admission  into  heaven. 
Quick  (Apostles'  Creed ;  Ps.  Iv,  16) :  Living. 
Regenerate  (Baptismal  Services) :  A  new  bii 

a  change  of  state  or  nature. 
Remission  (P.B.) :  Pardon,  remitting  of  a  pern 
Sabaoth  (Te  Deum) :  Armies,  hosts. 
Sacrament   (P.B.) :    A   sacred   rite   ordained 

Christ.     See  definition  in  Catechism.     Among 

the  Romans  the  word  Sacrament  meant  any 

sacred  pledge,  a  military  oath. 
Simple     (Ps.    cxvi,    6)  :     Lacking    wisdom    and 

experience. 
Sudden   Death   (Litany) :    Unprepared ;   without 

due  preparation. 
Thought  (Matt,  vi,  31):  Anxiety;  anxious  thought. 

"  Be  not  therefore  anxious  "  (R.V.). 
Troth  (Marriage  Service)  :  Good  faith ;  fidelity. 
Turks    (Collect,    Good    Friday)  :    Mohammedans 

generally. 

Transubstantiation  (Art.  xxviii) :   Romish  teach 
ing  of  a  change  of  the  Bread  and  Wine  in 

the  Lord's  Supper  into  the  body  and  blood  of 

Christ. 
Trinity  (Athan.  Creed) :  Threefold  ;   the  union  of 

Three   Persons  in  one    Godhead,   comprising 

the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost. 
Unfeignedly    (General    Confession)  :    Sincerely  ; 

without  pretence. 

Vanity  (Lit.  a  breath)  :  Emptiness,  unreality. 
Vile  (Burial  Service  ;   Phil,  iii,  22) :   Poor,  mean  ; 

"  Vile  body."     The  body  of  our  humiliation, 

of  our  present  low  estate. 
Vulgar    (Baptismal    Service) :    Belonging    to   the 

multitude  ;  used  by  the  common  people. 
World    (Litany,    Catechism,   &c.)  :    Ungodliness ; 

wickedness  in  the  world. 
Worship  (Marriage  Service)  :    Respect,  honour. 


